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Rail-Related News, September 2020 
 
BART asks Congress for aid to keep trains rolling 
http://www.dailycal.org/2020/08/05/bart-implores-congress-for-aid-amid-covid-19-reinforces-
safety-measures/ 
 
Caltrain tax placed on November ballot 
http://www.ktvu.com/news/caltrain-sales-tax-to-be-placed-on-november-ballot-after-sf-
supervisors-pass-measure 
 
Is it safe to ride transit despite the pandemic? 
http://apnews.com/83f5609f8cd7002163835c909b1790ce 
 
Expanded $98 million ferry dock in downtown San Francisco opens for business 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/news/downtown-ferry-expansion-project-opens-for-business/ 
 
LA Times: don't let Coronavirus destroy public transit too 
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-08-16/public-transit-bailout 
 
SANDAG reveals $177 billion regional transportation plan 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/management/article/21150383/sandag-unveils-177billion-
regional-transportation-
plan?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS20
0817045&o_eid=0663B5119945H4U&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C0663B5119945 
 
Bay Area transit agencies say they are safe 
http://www.ktvu.com/news/bay-areas-public-transit-agencies-say-theyre-safe-in-the-covid-era 
 
Bay Area transit operators reveal "safety" plan 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/news/transit-leaders-release-safety-plan-in-bid-to-regain-public-
trust/ 
 
US bus ridership had been declining long before Covid19 epidemic 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/bus/news/21151153/us-bus-ridership-was-in-trouble-long-
before-covid19-study-
finds?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS2
00821025&o_eid=0663B5119945H4U&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C0663B5119945H 
 
S.F. Muni foul-ups close light rail system a day after reopening 
http://www.sfgate.com/news/bayarea/article/Sf-Muni-Rail-Service-Shuts-Down-Again-After-
15512097.php 
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SMART marks three years of service, facing unclear future after tax defeat and Covid epidemic 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/rail/news/21152284/ca-smart-quietly-marks-3-years-of-
service-faces-clouded-picture-following-tax-defeat-and-
pandemic?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=
CPS200831040&o_eid=0663B5119945H4U&rdx.id 
 
Muni Metro probably to stay closed until early 2021 after major equipment failures 
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/SF-Muni-Metro-light-rail-expected-to-stay-closed-
15533974.php 
 
Staff turnover adds to SMART woes 
http://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/chief-financial-officer-leaving-smart-as-staff-
turnover-adds-to-agencys-ch/ 
 
New York Subways in financial trouble 
http://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/01/opinion/new-york-subway-
coronavirus.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage 
 
SMART moves forward on freight acquisition 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/rail/news/21153468/ca-smart-moves-forward-on-freight-
acquisition?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=
CPS200909092&o_eid=0663B5119945H4U&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C0663B5119945H
4U 
 
BART will run more trains on busier routes 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/news/bart-will-run-more-trains-on-busiest-commuter-lines-
during-peak-hours-effective-monday/ 
 
Mask cops come to New York subways with $50 fines 
http://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/09/10/911670617/new-york-city-
public-transit-riders-who-dont-mask-up-will-face-fines-starting-mo 
 
Amtrak needs $4.9 billion to stay afloat 
http://www.masstransitmag.com/rail/news/21153990/us-amtrak-asks-for-49-billion-to-stay-
afloat?utm_source=MASS+NewsViews+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CPS2
00914038&o_eid=0663B5119945H4U&rdx.ident%5Bpull%5D=omeda%7C0663B5119945H4U 
 
BART receives $1.2 billion grant for core capacity improvement project 
http://www.sfexaminer.com/news/bart-receives-1-2-billion-grant-for-transbay-corridor-core-
capacity-project/ 
 
Is it safe to use transit in Sacramento again? 
http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/sacramento-tipping-point/article245639355.html 
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Due to budget shortfalls caused by Covid-19 funding reductions, Santa Clara County could cut 
transit service to 1980 levels 
http://www.mercurynews.com/2020/09/22/coronavirus-cuts-vta-could-slash-bus-service-to-
1980-levels/ 
 
Governor Newsom proposes phaseout of gasoline-powered cars by 2035 
http://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/California-to-ban-sale-of-new-gas-only-cars-in-
15591347.php 
 
Bay Area MTC approves unenforceable plan to make 60% of workers remote by 2050 
http://abc7news.com/science/mtc-approves-plan-to-make-6025-of-workers-remote-by-
2050/6547526/ 
 
Opinion: Take the long view, Chicago, and make sure transit survives past Covid-19 
http://chicago.suntimes.com/2020/9/25/21456299/public-transit-metra-cta-pace-post-covid-
expressway-traffic-jams-chicago 
 
Transit agencies can skip long environmental reviews in 2021 and 2022 due to bill signed by 
Newsom 
http://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Public-transit-agencies-can-skip-long-
15604453.php 
 
Study says New York Subways low risk for Covid-19 transmission 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/new-york-city-subway-is-low-risk-for-coronavirus-transmission-
study-says-11601388000 
 
 
 


